Usefulness of endoscopic observation of the main duodenal papilla in the diagnosis of sclerosing pancreatitis.
There are no descriptions of the appearance of the main duodenal papilla in sclerosing pancreatitis. The intent of the present study was to clarify the characteristics of the main duodenal papilla in patients with sclerosing pancreatitis. Macroscopic findings at ERCP with reference to the main duodenal papilla of 17 patients with sclerosing pancreatitis were compared with those of 24 patients with normal ERCP findings, 11 with chronic pancreatitis, 13 with primary sclerosing cholangitis, 21 with pancreatic cancer, and 18 with bile duct cancer. Endoscopic photographs of the papilla were reviewed retrospectively by 3 observers blinded to the underlying pancreaticobiliary pathology. Degree of swelling was scored in all patients. Biopsy specimens from swollen papillae were assessed histopathologically in 3 patients with sclerosing pancreatitis. Severe swelling of the main duodenal papilla was observed in 7 (41%) of 17 patients with sclerosing pancreatitis. The total score for the degree of swelling in patients with sclerosing pancreatitis was significantly higher than that for patients with a normal ERCP, chronic pancreatitis, primary sclerosing cholangitis, pancreatic cancer, and bile duct cancer (p < 0.01). T-lymphocyte infiltration of the papilla was evident in the biopsies from 3 patients with sclerosing pancreatitis. A swollen main duodenal papilla was a characteristic finding in patients with sclerosing pancreatitis. T-lymphocyte infiltration is present in the swollen main duodenal papilla. These features may be useful in the diagnosis of sclerosing pancreatitis.